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       3/12/2020 

Dear Parents, 

 

Here is an updated email about what we know and how we are planning for the impact of the 

Coronavirus.  We are taking the matter seriously (as we should), and acting on the information we have. 

 

First, as the Superintendent has iterated in the past, we are in contact with the NJ Department of 

Education, and taking our cues from the CDC.  

 

At this time there are NO known cases of the Coronavirus in Barnegat; that is good news. 

 

The guidelines from the CDC, which you will see below, is to practice good hygiene. 

 

We cannot begin to stress how important that is! 

 

This emphasis comes straight from the CDC, which emphasizes hand washing and sanitizing as the best 

way to prevent the communication of infectious disease.  Practicing good hygiene includes: 

 

        Washing hands frequently with soap and water or using hand sanitizer 

         Covering the mouth when coughing or and sneezing 

         And not sharing water bottles 

 

The symptoms of Coronavirus with reported illnesses have ranged from mild symptoms to severe illness 

and death for confirmed Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) cases. 

 

The following symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure. If your child exhibits these symptoms 

while at school, the nurse will contact you and your child will be sent home. 

 

          Fever           

         Cough 

         Shortness of breath 

 

Here is the link for the CDC where information about the Coronavirus has been 

listed. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/symptoms.html 

 

One of the most important things is this:  If you are sick, stay home! I know many of you have attendance 

concerns – making sure your children are in school – but the reality is that in this environment I would 

rather look to excuse absences that create further health complications. 
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Concerning Building Cleaning. 

 

Right now there is regular use of a Victory Elecrotro-Static Sprayer application in crucial high traffic 

areas. The spray is a botanical disinfectant solution (Bioesque) and (Purell) applied in the nurse’s office, 

on gym equipment, in bathrooms, around building entries, in the main offices, around kitchens, and in the 

HVAC ductwork. Spraying has also been done on the buses. 

 

The maintenance staff has installed new hand sanitizer stations in key locations. I know I personally met 

with our custodians to review classroom cleaning, and making sure that they are following the updated 

protocol for disinfecting procedures. Extra sanitizing and antibacterial hand wipes were provided for the 

teachers and I know every class is reminding all to wash, wash, wash their hands. Finally, the 

Superintendent authorized the posting of additional temporary job opportunities for the night custodial 

positions to ensure proper area coverage for events, sports activities and before and aftercare. 

 

I also spoke with my Health and Phys Ed teacher to spend about 10 minutes of each class to review 

recommendations about handwashing, coughing into sleeves, etc. Our final action will be to create posters 

in the bathroom reinforcing the importance of handwashing for all the students – again – as a reminder for 

this most important of actions.  

 

In the event of a school closing (there is nothing on this NOW), the district is preparing to handle this 

very important issue covering all bases.  A decision will be made in conjunction with the NJDOE or the 

CDC. Plans are currently being implemented to provide instructional resources to you in the event of a 

closing. That is why you received a survey about your technology capabilities at the end of last 

week. Teachers on Wednesday, 3/11, worked on lesson development and Google classroom to provide 

instruction online if school closes.  This is being done with the idea of meeting the needs of all our 

students in all the ways we can.  

 

We have also evaluated our field trips and categorized them based on the location of the trip, how much 

potential contact with large crowds there is, and when the trip will occur.  We are trying to balance safety 

and giving our students the experiences they are anticipating.   At this time, the district has decided to 

postpone indefinitely all of the fifth grade trips to Philadelphia (CSCS - April 22nd) and the Leader’s in 

Training (LIT) trip to the State House on April 24th. Postponed trips will be rescheduled at a later date, 

including the possibility that they could be moved to the start of the 2020-2021 SY. The feasibility of all 

other scheduled field trips is still being evaluated, and we will keep you informed.  

 

Finally, please remember that this is a developing circumstance, and information and decisions may 

change quickly.   I will work to keep you updated with any new information that pertains to you and the 

children as soon as I know more.  Please continue to check your emails and School Messenger messages 

from the Collins School and more importantly from the Office of the Superintendent.  There will be more 

information to come.  

 

Best Regards, 

 

Patrick Magee, Principal 

Cecil S. Collins School  


